
 

July 7, 2022 
 

Dear Woodland Families, 
Hoping this email finds your family and you safe and happy this summer! I wanted to reach out to you this 
afternoon to introduce myself, and to provide you with a few district updates and happenings while you are 
enjoying summer break.  

 
My name is Robert Machak, and last Friday was my first official day as Superintendent for Woodland D50. I am 
extremely honored and excited to start my new role in the district, and I look forward to serving your students, 
our staff, and you. I love the work that I am allowed to do and the people I’m allowed to do it with here at 
Woodland each day. 
 
I joined the #LifeintheW team in July of 2020 as the Associate Superintendent of Education after spending 12 
years as Superintendent in two different PreK-8 elementary school districts, serving in this role at both 
Evergreen Park District 124 and Emmons School District 33 in Antioch. As Associate Superintendent, I had the 
honor to work closely with our District nurses and the Health Office staff to implement our successful weekly 
SHIELD testing across the district. In that role I also served as the district’s McKinney-Vento liaison and Title IX 
coordinator to ensure that all of our students were being treated equitably regarding access to district 
programming, including our popular Winter and Spring Break academic support programs. This past year, in 
partnership with the College of Lake County, we piloted a series of tuition-free Adult Education classes for the 
parents of students in our English as a Second Language (ESL) program. I was appointed to be the next 
superintendent by the Board of Education in January (learn more), and with  Dr. Casey’s retirement, I am 
ready to hit the ground running.  
 
Now that I have introduced myself, I’d like the opportunity to meet you! I will be out and about across our 
community over the next few weeks; I would love to hear from you to help me understand your biggest 
priorities for your child’s education, and let me know what questions and concerns you have about the 2022-23 
school year. If you are not able to join me at any of the following events, please share your thoughts with me 
through this google form. Your feedback will help me identify district priorities moving forward, and/or help us 
identify areas of misunderstanding or concern.   

 
The following events are already on my summer calendar: 

 

Date and Time Event Address 

July 23, 10 a.m. - 
1 p.m. 

Back to School Community 
Resource Fair 

Warren Newport Public Library 
224 O’Plaine Road, Gurnee 

July 27, 5:30 - 7 
p.m. 

Meet and Greet Park City Teen Center 
333 Teske Blvd, Park City 

Aug. 3, 5:30 - 7 
p.m. 

Meet and Greet Grandwood Park Park District 
Community Center 
36630 N. Hutchins Road 
Gurnee 

https://www.dist50.net/cms/lib/IL02213585/Centricity/Domain/4/Woodland%20Announces%20New%20Superintendent%20Jan%2027%202022.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTp6jFYZwiI-pzWEA2W-cU2M05pvqyPil_NZCi7hSf3-lfZA/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

Aug. 4, 10 - 11 
a.m. 

Park Playdate Betty Russell Park 
5300 Pinewood Road, Gurnee 

Aug. 6 & 7 Gurnee Days Ribfest & Parade Viking Park 
4374 Old Grand Ave, Gurnee 

 
I will also be stopping by the Back to School “Popsicles with Principals,” and “Meet and Greet” events in 
August! Watch for those dates coming soon from your school principal.  
 
As Superintendent, I am committed to helping all of our families feel connected to Woodland. I will be 
communicating a number of additional opportunities for our families to get involved this year as we get closer 
to the start of the school year. Please be on the lookout for ways to make your mark on #LifeintheW as we get 
to know each other better.  

 
Thank you for allowing me to briefly interrupt your summer break, and I hope to see you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Robert Machak, Superintendent 
Woodland D50  
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